
THE RIPARIAN BUFFER ZONE

What Is a Riparian buffer zone?
A riparian buffer zone is a natural and permanent vegetation strip 
bordering a water body. It represents a transition area between 
land and water.

As per the Policy for the protection of riverbanks, shore areas and floodplains, its width ranges between a minimum of 10 to 15 meters, 
depending upon the slope of the terrain. To be effective, the riparian buffer zone should consist of herbaceous plants, shrubs and trees 
native to Québec.

What Role Does it Play?

 

Why Do We Promote Preservation and Landscaping  
of the Riparian buffer zones?
Because the shore assumes many functions necessary to ensure 
the health of a water body, and that the majority of our interven

or within the portion of the shoreline near the shore.

The riparian  
buffer zone  
offers many  
advantages for  
riparian owners.

Erosion:  
 

 water.

Shore: land strip bordering a water body.

Shoreline: water area that extends from the  

 water body.
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végétaux recommandés pour la végétalisation des 

 

reading references listed at the end of this fact sheet 

THE RIPARIAN BUFFER ZONE

Did you know that...

which vested ownership of a riparian buffer zone of approximately  
60 meters to the provincial State. The automatic reservation of a 

buffer zone was “devolved” to the riparian owners.

What can I do to prepare the riparian buffer zone  
for my own land property?
There are two ways to create a riparian buffer zone. The simplest is 

 

the vegetation for the future riparian buffer zone. In this manner, 
whatever species grows will be well adapted to the local conditions 

trees native to Québec.

             CAUTION

or to resolve a particular problem, it is recommended to 

!

The more the shores are vegetated, the stronger  
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The riparian  
buffer zone is not 

an alternate  
solution!

THE RIPARIAN BUFFER ZONE

Be careful of invasive species!
Many plant species from other countries or from a region outside 

often accidentally introduced by humans, they can be harmful to  
our health, environment and economy. If the circumstances are 
favourable, these species can spread and integrate new habitats, 
overrun them and disrupt the natural environments.

 

at the end of this fact sheet.

Exotic and Pervasive Species:

Species that propagated beyond its natural range 

          

Giant hogweed

Brazilian elodea

European frogbit
Kudzu

The Riparian buffer zone, There’s More!
It is wrong to believe that preservation or landscaping of a  

our water bodies. The riparian buffer zone must be prepared in  
 

watershed.

When landscaping your property, it is important to adopt 

 

near the shoreline. Each riparian resident must do his part to 
protect his lake or stream.

 

Act  
responsibly and set an example by preserving a riparian 
buffer zone!
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THE RIPARIAN BUFFER ZONE

Everyone is taking on their share...

munities in order to protect the water bodies.

Agricultural Sector: preparation of the riparian buffer zones located 
near the streams, adherence to manure standards (application pe

Municipal Sector: preparation of retention basins, green roofs and 
rain gardens, ground permeabilization, standardization of outdated 

Industrial Sector  

and recycling, sustainable practices for lands bordering water  
bodies in woodlands and mining environments, etc.

Commercial Sector

Horticulture Sector: creation of green spaces (e.g. rain gardens, 

tices, etc.
* See the Supplemental Reading section

Good practices for the riparian owner to maintain 
a healthy environment.

 Avoid planting invasive exotic species, even if they are  
  

 
  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New riparian buffer zone within an  
agricultural environment.

Green roof

mation, contact your local 
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Guide de plantes exotiques envahissantes

Cet été, surveillez votre jardin...on y trouve peut-être des plan-
tes exotiques envahissantes
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L’Alpiste roseau
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